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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. John Skinner on January 24, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . Delete " claim 1" from claim 4 line 1 and insert --claim 3- 

2. Delete "a fixed punch projecting from the holding member" from claim 4 line 3 and 
insert -the fixed punch- 

3. Delete "a fixed punch projecting from" from claim 8 line 14 

4. Delete "claim 7" from claim 16 line 1 and insert -claim 15- 

5. Delete "a fixed punch projecting from the holding member" and insert 
-the fixed punch- 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

1 . It is the opinion of the examiner that the art of record (considered as a whole) neither 
anticipates nor renders obvious the following: 
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A. a wire rod-forming apparatus "wherein once the shaped part of the wire rod is cut off 
from the unshaped part movement of the cutting member moves the shaped part toward an end 
side of the shaft-shaped chute" in combination with the rest of the claimed limitations set forth in 
claim 1. 

B. a wire rod-forming apparatus having "a supply route for compressed air to move the 
shaped part of the wire rod cut off from the unshaped part to an end side of the shaft-shaped 
chute" in combination with the rest of the claimed limitations set forth in claim 7. 

C. a wire rod-forming apparatus "wherein within the die-cast the punch hole can serve as 
a supply route for compressed air" in combination with the rest of the claimed limitation set forth 
in claim 8. 

D. a wire rod-forming apparatus having "a rotation table installed in the lower region of 
the shaft-shaped chute, a plurality of shaft-shaped magazines positioned in the upper region away 
from the rotation table, and a rotation table controller which rotates the rotation table" in 
combination with the rest of the claimed limitations set forth in claim 9. 

E. a wire rod-forming apparatus having a pair of touch sensors that detect the relaxation 
of the belt-shaped thereby keeping the belt-shaped wire rod constant between the touch sensors 
in combination with the rest of the claimed limitation set forth in claim 12. 

Further searching by the examiner yielded additional prior art as follows: 

2. Yoshioka (U.S. Patent # 4,823,576) discloses an apparatus for manufacturing ring-shaped 
member from elongate work piece having a wire rod-forming machine body (See FIG below), 
bending rollers (13) for shaping a wire rod into a ring shape, a cutting member (cutting means 
105) having a respective edge (blade 20) that moves in a horizontal direction in the wire rod- 
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forming machine body and cuts the wire rod therefore separating the shaped part from the 
unshaped part, and a holding member/fixed punch having a respective edge (See FIG below) is 
crossed by the cutting member (cutting means 105) and allows the ring to be moved once it is cut 
by the cutting member (cutting means 105). 



1CH 



svre red-forming machine body 



Respective edge 



holding member/foced punch 




Williams (U.S. Patent # 4,335,758) discloses an apparatus for advancing and forming a 
wire having a forming mechanism (50) consisting of a set of rollers (57,59,61) arranged to 
produce wire rings (63). Williams also discloses the use of a shaft-shaped chute (cable 69), 
which is capable of being positioned within the inner side of the wire prior to the winding of the 
wire, for the purpose of transferring the ring shaped member to a storage area (See FIG 2). 

Tipper (U.S. Patent 4,173,235) discloses a method and apparatus for forming wire to 
noncircular cross sections that teaches the use of pressing rollers (forming rollers 50, 54) for the 
purpose of pressing a length of wire to a noncircular cross section by using pressing rollers. 
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3. However the above cited prior art fails to disclose the limitations of claims 1, 7, 8, 9, 12 
stated above in paragraph 1 . Therefore, it is concluded that the present invention is allowable 
subject matter over the prior art. Claims 1-4, 7-10, 12, 14-18 are allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Debra Wolfe whose telephone number is (571) 272-1904. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday - Thursday 6am - 3:30pm with alternating Fridays 
6am- 2:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached at (571) 272-4419. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Debra Wolfe 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3725 
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